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Empirical analysis on maintaining and strengthening community power in a super-aged

society - with a focus on disaster prevention in Aomori Prefecture
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The declining birthrate and ageing population in many communities in the municipalities of Aomori
Prefecture have created many challenges to ensure safety and security and to promote economic
and social activities. In order to solve these issues, it is first necessary to clarify the actual situation
of damage by disaster and to prepare appropriate area disaster prevention plan.

In Aomori Prefecture, snow damage has caused the highest number of deaths and injuries among
human casualties in recent years, while typhoons and rainfall have caused the highest number of
physical casualties. However, although Aomori Prefecture's area disaster prevention plan compre-
hensively describes matters necessary for disaster prevention, it is difficult to say that it has been
prepared with an understanding of the trends in disaster occurrence in Aomori Prefecture. There are
also examples of municipalities in Aomori Prefecture that have not put their own area disaster pre-
vention plan on their websites as disaster prevention measures to help self-help (jijyo) and mutual
aid (kyojyo), and have not made them thoroughly known to the public.

Aomori Prefecture will continue to cooperate with municipalities in the prefecture, provide and
publish information useful for jijyo and kyojyo based on data, promote the formation of volun-
tary disaster-prevention organizations, and improve the quality (ex. individual data can be made
available) and quantity (ex. all municipalities publish their area disaster prevention plan on their
websites) of information provision, which cannot currently be said to be sufficient for third parties.
Third parties can conduct disaster prevent evaluation and it contribute the effectiveness of area di-

saster prevention plan can be further ensured.
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